7th Grade Summer Reading


Crispin, Cross of Lead by Avi

Skills” Plot line, characterization, and vocabulary development

Assignment #1: Reporting for Crispin, Cross of Lead
For each book, write the following on loose leaf paper:

1. Write the title and author of the book

2. List the main characters with a brief description of each.
a. We learn about John Aycliffe by what he says/does and by what other characters say about him.  Complete a chart like the example below. You should write this on a separate piece of paper. 
	John Aycliffe’s actions
	Other characters’ thoughts about John Aycliffe

	Pg.3: His black-bearded face-hard, sharp eyes and frowning lips—forever scowled at me.
(Aycliffe is scary and fierce.)
	Pg. 29: 

“But the steward says it’s so.”
“And that is the end of it.”

(Aycliffe has all the power.)

	1.

	1.

	2.

	2.

	3.

	3.


3. As you read, take notes on the plot of the story. Remember the parts of the plot: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

4. You are reading a piece of historical fiction. List seven pieces of information you learned about the novel’s historical period.

The notes are due on the first day of school. These are very important.  They will be used to do a variety of assignments in class.

Assignment #2: My Word Bank

 As you read Crispin, Cross of Lead, keep a list of words that are unfamiliar to you.  After you generate your list of words, select ten words.  Use a 4”x6” index card to create a word bank card for each of the ten words. Look below for the correct format and a sample card.

Word Bank Card Format

	Word

Part of Speech

Definition

Synonym

Antonym

Quote from the book and page number

Original student sentence




Example

	Ubiquitous

Adjective

-being or seeming to be everywhere at once

Synonym: encompassing

Antonym: absent

“In some places the ubiquitous vines had been woven into living wreaths and other fanciful patterns.” Pg. 55

As I walked into my brother’s room, the ubiquitous aroma of dirty, sweaty socks overwhelmed me. Yuck! 




Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
Skills: Characterization and Theme
1. As you read Freak the Mighty, jot down some notes to help you remember the   plot line.  You will have a reading comprehension test the first week of school. 
2. In the sixth grade, you learned about different types of characters.  One type of character is a dynamic character (a character who changes over the course of the story). Using your knowledge, create a timeline of seven events which shows Max as a dynamic character. Each point on the timeline should include a quote and an explanation of how it relates to Max changing. 
3. Rodman Philbrick chooses interesting titles for each chapter.  Select three of the chapter titles below.  Explain the significance of the title.  You should answer in complete sentences.  

“The Unvanquished Truth”




“A Chip off the Old Block”


“Up from the Down Under”




“Into the Black Down Under”
“What Frightened the Fair Gwen”



“Freak the Mighty Strikes Again”
“Killer Kane, Killer Kane, Had a Kid Who Got No Brain”

“Remembering Is Just an Invention of the Mind”

4. Theme is the underlying message woven throughout the story.  Look at the quote below.  We know this is a story about friendship. As you think about the many adventures of Freak the Mighty, answer the question below. 
a. “…Most of us go all the way through life and we never have a friend like Kevin. So maybe you should count yourself lucky.” Page 159

b. How does this friendship with Kevin “save” Max?
TIMELINE EXAMPLE (You can make any type of time line you want. I want to see Max change over the course of the story.)
I I 
I never had a brain until Freak came along. Pg 1


(Max does not think he is very smart.)








The


