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Environment

rtile Crescent includes the Co nﬂiCtS

acing the Mediterranean
d Mesopotamia.

ampy plain had fertile soill
ing.

of some swampy areas,
the land was a desert.

mmer is dry and full of
ng heat, while the winter is
and moist.

Unpredictable flooding d
crops and houses.

The environment does n
the Mesopotamians with
resources.

There were no barriers p
defend from marauders.




Government

beginning when Mesopotamia Religion

City state, temple priests control _ !
ernment. Priests managed * Many people believed in

on by praising to their gods. This than one god. This type C

e at the ziggurat. Is called polytheism.

000 B.C., wars became more Farmers believed that the

nt, priests and some people of theirs crops came from
)ermanent control to military blessings of gods

. Because of this action, _
)otamia was ruled by dynasties. Ziggurats were made keej

d 2000B.C. , nomadic warriors gods happy.
Amorites, invaded — Many Mesopotamians bel




chnology and Uniquene

esopotamians were able to
the rivers by creating

esopotamians invented the
sail, and the plow.

umber system was based
and 360 degrees of a circle.

There were no natural ba

They had limited natural
resources, so they tradec

Their language was cune
which was written on cla



3200 B.C.-600 B.C.
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Environment

e River flows north across
or over 4100 miles.

e had very predictable
that produced silt for

Low floodwaters reducec
amount of fresh silt and
crops.

High floodwaters destro
houses and precious see
farming.

The two deserts forced E
to live on a very small pa

sert shut out invaders, thus
as spared from wars.




Government

00 B.C., Egypt was divided Religion
pper and Lower Egypt.
Egypt’'s crown was white,

Lower Egypt was red.

ually, the two kingdoms
united by Narmer. He wore
d white crown to celebrate
'S unity. =
ohs were kings who were fharaogs r\]/ve_re ftt)urll_ed T
This makes Egypt a o spend their afterlives.

racy. Pharaohs were preserved
haraoh held full mummification.

A pharaoh’s eternal life fo
called ka.

Re was the sun god. Osi
god of the underworld. Isi
represents the ideal mothe
wife.




echnology and Uniguenes

created a calendar with 365 « The social classes were li
They created it by pyramid. The top was the
ving the stars. family. Below them includ

jans developed a number wealthy landowners, gove
m for counting, adding, and officials, priests, and army
acting. The mathematics commanders. Next were
d engineers and architects merchants and artisans.
accurate measurements to lowest class consisted of
ruct pyramids and palaces. farmers and laborers.

ians were famous for their The Egyptian form of writi
ines. They performed some hieroglyphics, \_NhICh was




Indus River Valley

2500 B.C.-1500 B.C.
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Environment

dus was located on the Conflicts

subcontinent.
ndu Kush, Karakorum, and  ~ l00ds along the Indus
unpredictable.

yan ranges formed a _ _
The river sometimes cha
course.

The wet and dry monsoo
seasons were unpredicta

The monsoons brought |
much moisture that flood

anges and Indus Rivers
2d rich soil for farming.

the Indo-Gangetic Plain
] the Deccan Plateau.

ons dominated the climate.




Government

ad a well-organized central = LB
Religion

ment.
iting is impossible to e Priests prayed for ¢
er.

harvest and safety

se of many archaeological
eries made at the site, it is floods.

he Harappan civilization. Artifacts revealed |
based on theocracy. modern Hinduism.

Figures show the




chnology and Uniquene

ouilt strong levees to keep Their language uses ani
out of their cities. symbols.
ouilt their cities on a grid Scientists believed the sy
. are used to depict an obje
|s were created to protect represent phonetic sound
buildings. Some signs stand alone,
also created sophisticated others seemed to be com
ing and sewage systems. into words.

Animals were an importa
their culture.




China

2000 B.C.-400 B.C.
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Environment

0 major rivers are the :
He and the Yangtze. Contlict

ang He deposits yellowish
ed loess.

The Huang He is called “
Sorrow” because someti

_ _ floods destroyed villages
n percent of China’s land is

e for farming. This is know Because of the geograp
North China Plain, or Isolation, the settlers had

) . their own resources rathe
s Heartland.

The natural boundaries d




Government

t dynasty was the Xia Dynasty. The 1A
as an engineer and mathematician RellglOn

Yu. « Family was very importan
Xt dynasty was the Shang Dynasty. It Chinese society. The elde

rom 1700-1027 B.C. They
shed their capital at Anyang. The controlled the property an

lasses lived in timber framed houses important decisions, while

lls, while the peasants lived in huts women were treated as in

the city. Society was sharply divided . |
E nob|gs Ehd ;Oeﬁ;;ms_ S They believed that the spi

ou leaders declared that the Shang’s family ancestors had the f
t their Mandate of Heaven, and thus bring good fortune or disa

u Dynasty was born. . 1
ttern of the rise, decline, and The Shang kings consult

ment of dynasties was called the




ghnologies and Uniquene

se of the many invasions, A Homo Erectus skeleton
Inese created the chariot, found near Beijing. This
f the major tools of war. known as the Peking man

the Zhou Dynasty, roads remains proved that peop

anals were built to stimulate settled in the river valley a
and agriculture. as 500,000 years ago.

prove trade, coined money The Chinese developed a
roduced. of writing. One could reac

Chinese without being abl
speak a word of it. The la
helped unify a large and d

furnaces were built to
ce cast iron.
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